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THE ATTEMPT TO BUil.D A TOWN AT WESTIWI
In the year 1752 the General Assembly ot Virgifla
authorized the building ot a to,n to be called Beverley.
!he site of this town was on the land ot Peter Randolph in
Henrico County at the point where Westham Creek empties into
the James River. The Creek is east of the modern Weatham
Bridge which shows the James River at the beginning ot the
talla. Seven miles farther down the river below the falls
was the town ot Richmond, laid out by the rivals ot the
Randolpha, the Byrd family. Richmond was destined to flourish
at the expense ot Beverley until it has almost extended ita
limits to ~e land where the now-forgotten town ot the Randolphs
once stood.
The history of the region of westham is largely
the history of the fortunes ot William Randolph and his
descendants. Virginia's gain was great when the first William
Randolph, a young man of twenty-two, lett England in 1673 and
settled on the banks of the James at Turkey Island. Randolph
was a gentleman of an old Northampton family and he quickly
gained social and political prominence. His position was
heightened when he married Mary Isham, the daughter ot Henr.J
Isham who owned Bermuda Hundred. In his first year in Virginia
William Randolph succeeded his uncle, Henry Randolph, as
clerk of Henrico County, and he remained in public office
until his death in 1711, serving as burgess, attorney-general,
speaker of the House ot Burgesses~ and clerk ot the House
during his long political career.
At the same time William Randolph was increasing
his material wealth. He acquired vast tracts of land until
he became one of the biggest landholders along the James. According to Bishop Meade,3 Randolph purchased all ot Sir Thomas
Dale's settlement of five thousand acres reaching down to
Four Mile Creek including Varina, Curlee, and the estate
formerly belonging to Nathaniel Bacon.. This was the land
1Hen1ng, Statutes at Large, Vol. VI, p. 273.
2
.
The William and Mary College guarterly, First Series,
Vol. VII, p. 123.
3
will1am Meade, Old Churches, Ministers, and Families
in Virginia, Vol •. I, p. 136.

